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Author of varioustracts on education and women’srights, she gained wide notoriety in
1791, when she published a fearless responseto the revolution’s Declar ation of the Rights
of Man and of the Citizen.

1791

That document, which championed the virtues of equality and individual freedom,
conspicuoudy neglected to mention women’srights.

Gouges composed a Declar ation of the Rights of Women and of the Citizenesses(1791) to
make the point that the revolution should support legal, economic and social equality for
women.

, , ' '(1791)

Her final offense wasto criticize the violent techniques of Robespierre, who had initiated
the Reign of Terror agaist anyone per ceived asan enemy of therevolution.

Gougesimmediately fell into that category and was executed in 1793.
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